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Pray Continually
by Eiji Osato,

Associate Pastor — Nichigo

“. . . pray continually . . .” — 1 Thessalonians 5:17

All of us know it is important to pray. We know we should pray
continually because our Almighty God always answers our prayers
in the best way. We know, but how often do we actually pray?

Since I came to GVBC in September 2011, Nichigo (Japanese
congregation) has been growing. When I arrived, the monthly
average attendance was below 50. Six
months later, the monthly average was 80 so
we moved from the Nichigo room to the
Sanctuary. The average attendance as of
May 2014 is 109. Do you know why Nichigo
has been growing?

Of course there are many reasons. One of
them is PRAYER. We have a prayer ministry
[group members pictured at right] who have
been praying for the Nichigo ministry for
years. There are also people who are not
GVBC members who have been praying for
us here in California as well as those from all
over the U.S. And, there are people who are
praying daily for GVBC in Japan, Thailand,
and other countries, too.

One of those faithful prayer partners is John M. DeLong [pictured at
top left with Pastor Eiji] from Lake Oswego, Oregon. My wife, Emi,
and I got to know him 23 years ago when we went to Oregon to
prepare ourselves to be missionaries in Thailand. Since then, John
has been praying for us and our ministries.

When we left Thailand, some of our prayer supporters stopped
praying for us because they thought we left our ministry in
Thailand. John is one of our faithful prayer supporters who
continues to pray for us. We had the privilege of inviting him to visit
us in Gardena so he could meet the Nichigo members, worship and
fellowship with us. He came from June 4 through June 10 of this
year.
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John DeLong with Pastor Eiji

Pastor Eiji & Emi (sitting) with the
Nichigo prayer group
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One of the members from the Nichigo prayer group told me she had been praying for
years to see the Nichigo Sunday services with over 80 people. When Nichigo actually
reached 80 people in attendance, she started crying with joy. When I saw her tears, I
understood there was a reason why Nichigo started growing in number. I really thank
God for those people who have been faithfully praying for the Nichigo ministry.

I recently visited Rev. & Mrs. Amano [our past Nichigo pastor] who gave me a small
booklet titled “Southern California Japanese Baptist Union Guide Book” [pictured at
right] which has a history of GVBC from its beginnings in August 1914. According to
this booklet, GVBC started as a Sunday school class. It grew to become a church with
18 baptized members in four years. Then by May 1938, after 24 years of ministry to
the Japanese in the South Bay area, it grew to 130 members. Yes, GVBC Nichigo
already had 130 members by 1938!  This historical truth encourages me to continue to
pray for our church’s growth because we are still smaller than what we used to be.

I really believe God answers our prayers in the best way. I will keep praying for the
salvation of the Japanese-speaking people in the South Bay area. And, our Nichigo
congregation will keep praying for this, too.

Why don’t you join us to pray daily for GVBC’s Nichigo ministry?

( 1)

Sunday, July 27 to Friday, August 1
Oak Glen Christian Conference Center in Yucaipa.

This year’s camp theme is “Agents of C.H.A.N.G.E.” based on Romans 12.

Camp fee is $260 until Sunday, July 13. Sorry, NO registration after July 13. Additional
sibling discounts and scholarships available (see camp registration form). Camp picture
is included.

All students need to be at GVBC by 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, July 27.

PLEASE NOTE: the buses will be returning to GVBC much earlier than
previous years. Please be at the church on Friday, August 1 between
12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. to pick up your child.

Lunch will NOT be provided at camp on August 1 so please take this
opportunity to have lunch with your children and ask them about their
week at camp.

Application and scholarship forms available on our website, click on
“Ministry” then click “Youth Camp” or see Layne Wakuta, Pastor Daniel
Matsuda or the church office.

For info about Oak Glen Conference Center go to: www.oakglen.org.

SPACE IS LIMITED so return your application with your check ASAP.

Cancellation/Refund Policy

Cancellations made up to July 13 Refund of camp fee, less $25.00
Cancellations from July 14-20 Refund of 50% of the camp fee
After July 20 or No Shows NO REFUND

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
SENIOR HIGH & MIDDLE SCHOOL
AGENTS OF C.H.A.N.G.E
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OUR MISSION FIELD
“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . .” MATTHEW 28:19

2014 GVBC JAPAN TEAM

GVBC is sending a team of four to our partner church in
Japan, Oasis Chapel Rifu from Wednesday, August 6 to
Tuesday, August 19. We will help host an international camp
for the youth, meet with high schoolers, and assist the church
in local ministries.

More importantly, we hope to encourage and bless the Oasis
Chapel Rifu congregation and staff who are themselves
recovering from the tsunami disaster of March 2011.  When
the team visited last year, the church staff said it was the first
time they remembered laughing since March 11 and we hope
to have a similar impact.

We ask for your prayers and support as we continue to plan
and prepare.  If you’d like to hear more about the trip, the
vision of Oasis Chapel Rifu, and how you can get involved in
what God is doing to bring hope and restoration to Japan, we
will host a sharing time from 1:00—2:30pm on Sunday, July
20 in Room 218.

Oasis Chapel Rifu has also put together an information packet
in English which has been made available in the Narthex for
you to learn more about their history, vision, and ministry in
the Tohoku region of Japan. Below are a few pictures taken
from the information packet.

Thanks for your support GVBC!

The 2014 GVBC Rifu Team (from L to R):
Tommy Morse, Diana Sakata, Anna Osato,
and Tommy Park

Pastor Hisayoshi Saito

Oasis Chapel started as
Japan Baptist Rifu Christ
Church in 1932.  Rev. Saito
—the first honorary pastor—
and an American missionary,
Ted Livingston, took the
leadership and focused on
"serving the community,
training men, and
international fellowship." Oasis Chapel today

Rifu Christian Church's first building
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MICHAEL & CHRIS MASON, JEMS SAKAI, JAPAN
Many times, as Michael has found, Japanese Christians tend to depend on the
sermons because they believe they cannot understand the Bible on their own. “As a
result,” Michael wrote, “They say my 45-minute Sunday sermons are too short!”
Therefore, the Masons desire the believers at their church, Oasis Church, Sakai
(OC), experience the Bible firsthand by reading with an open heart and
asking the Holy Spirit to understand it.

With the goal to make the members of the church more independent in their
Bible reading, the Masons challenged each person in January to read the
New Testament in 2014. They were given journals to write their thoughts and
impressions of the scriptures. The journals are shared on Sunday mornings
which gave each person an opportunity to speak on how Jesus has been
teaching them through Scripture. It's very exciting for the Masons to see
spiritual growth as a result. The Masons ask prayer for the continued spiritual
growth of each believer at OC as they continue seeking understanding of
God's Word; may they not "loose steam" and to continue pressing on. Please
also pray for each believer to become a "doer of the Word," incorporating it
into his/her life.

Your prayers were answered about Chris' parents. Their move from Gardena to
Atherton Baptist Home (ABH) went smoothly. God took care of the finances, enabling
Chris to come and help. God even provided extra help through friends who cleaned
out and sorted things in the moving process. The Masons request prayer as Chris'
parents continue to adjust to ABH. May God help them find other Japanese-speaking
Christians there as they can no longer attend GVBC. Please also pray for Chris' dad
who needs to care for his wife who has Alzheimer's. She now needs around-the-clock
monitoring.

As the school year comes to a close, please remember Chris in prayer as she
continues to serve at Kansai Christian School where there have been an unusual
amount of discipline problems in her 5th/6th grade classroom.  Pray for Chris to help
handle the discipline issues (which is mostly affecting the girls). At the same time,
may Christ nurture, coach, and guide these female youths who need added direction
and support at this time.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADES

SEPAL SAO PAULA, BRAZIL
The Kudos are looking forward to becoming grandparents again. Their son, Kevan
and his wife, Yoo-Kyeong are expecting their firstborn very soon.

Another exciting event is the Kudos' church has sent one of their members, Lucia, on
the mission field to Cambodia. In 1996, Lucia came to the Lord. With Diane, Lucia
spent six years being healed of sexual abuse. From 2002 to 2013, Lucia participated
in evangelistic ministry, making disciples of Christ. She baptized many of those she
converted. The Kudos request prayer for Lucia to learn Khmer, the language spoken
in Cambodia and be able to speak well. Please also pray for God's sovereign hand to
be upon the Cambodians and they be receptive as they are introduced to Jesus
through Lucia. Also, pray Lucia can train some of these converted Cambodians to
eventually become missionaries for other unreached people groups in different areas
of Asia.
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OUR MISSION FIELD CONTINUED
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FAMILY NEWS
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved ones

The family of Clara Matsumoto who recently passed away. Clara was a member of GVBC for
many year.

To Chieko Sakuda and family in the passing of Chieko’s sister-in-law, Marilyn Sakuda [attended
GVBC many years ago before she became ill]. The service will be held on Friday, June 20 at the
Green Hills Cemetery Chapel at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

Dick Amemiya and family in the passing of his mother. The funeral service will held Friday, June
20 at Lighthouse Mortuary in Torrance.

Letters to our church family

Dear GVBC Family, We thank you for the beautiful floral arrangement for my dad’s [Masaru “Tom”
Yonemura, Kathy Jono’s father] celebration of life. Not only did it grace the service with its beauty,
it also stood for the love and support of our church’s “ohana”!  We extend our sincerest gratitude
to all who came to help and to Violet Dresser’s women’s small group who provided the lovely
array of desserts. Our deepest appreciation during an unexpected life journey. In His Amazing
Grace, Kathy & Tom Jono and family.

Dear GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement for our mom’s service [Kay S.
Young]. Thank you also for all the love and support you have shown to our mom and our family.
We cannot express how grateful we are for a church body like GVBC. Tiffany & Gil Hong and
family

SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATOR
God answered prayers! The workshop, which Sheryl led (in Brazil to a group of 50

about how cultural influences can present challenges) went well. During the first two
weeks of June, Sheryl was a guest lecturer for the Talbot Asian Doctor of Ministry
program. She spoke about Asian cultures.

Please pray about Sheryl's trip to do a workshop in Nairobi, Kenya in November.
Due to the unrest in Nairobi, the International Scripture Union would appreciate
prayers to know whether or not to change the location.

The Silzers will have a fun and productive summer! It will include two family
reunions and traveling for a work-related trip to Washington D.C. as well as care of
their garden. Sheryl will also be attending the JEMS/Mt. Hermon conference and a
presentation at the American Missiological Society.

Please keep Sheryl's health in your prayers. Her doctor has prescribed a different
medication. Pray this new medication will work effectively.

Thank you for keeping the Masons, Kudos, Silzers, and all our missionaries in
prayer.

(Our Mission Field 4)



Please list all names in your party on your RSVP card,
such as: your name, your children, and all your guests’
names. The attire for this event is business casual.

WOMEN’S WEEKEND
Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October
18, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Friday will be a Women's Night of
Worship. Saturday we’ll have messages, crafts, workshops,
etc. Save the date!

FYI EVENTS CALENDAR
OASIS On break until September

SUMMER ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Monday, June 23, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m., Community Hall,
FREE. This is a talent and hobby showcase for kids and
adults hosted by the Evangelism Ministry. The evening
includes children’s and adult hobby exhibits; build your
own ice cream sundae; popcorn, crafts for kids, and
summer music. We need helpers!  See the Guest Center
after the worship services for volunteer opportunities or
contact Cindy Matsuda at hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.
Invite your family and friends and those you’ve been
praying for.

EPIC COLLEGE-AGE SUMMER RETREAT
Friday, June 27 to Monday, June 30, Lake Arrowhead,
cost: $110. To register, email Pastor Chris Koga at
chris@gvbc.net.

WOMEN’S TEA
Saturday, June 28, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m., Community Hall.
Save the date and please join us for an afternoon tea!
Register after the worship services.

OFFICE CLOSED
Friday, July 4 for Independence Day.

WORK DAY
July 5, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Usually on the first Saturday of
each month. The next Work Day is August 5. Come when
you can and leave when you must. No experience needed.
Lunch is provided.

GVBC REUNION FOR TEEN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, July 12 at GVBC, 12:00 noon, potluck lunch, in
celebration of our 100th Anniversary. TCF was a Sunday
night fellowship and youth ministry in the late 1960s to the
late 1980s. If you were part of GVBC youth/college groups
during this era, please join us for a time of fellowship, food,
music and special guests. Baptist Youth Fellowship
members from the mid 40s thru 50s are welcomed, too.
And, please spread the word to invite your friends.
Questions?  Contact Kent Komae at: kkomae@aol.com.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, July 12, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in
Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. Next
Bilingual Service is August 9.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays of July 19, August, 30, September 27, 8:00 a.m.
— 1:00 p.m., Community Hall. All men invited.

GVBC JOB CLUB
Meets once a month on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m., room 119.
Our next meeting will be August 12.

100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION LUNCHEON
Saturday, August 16, Marriott Hotel, Torrance. Space is
limited. First come, first serve so return your RSVP &
money soon!  [Make checks out to GVBC with “100th
Luncheon” on the subject line]. A family’s maximum cost is
$75. Family includes 2 adults plus children and youth.

GVBC CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 22, Lakewood Country Club,
3101 Carson St., Lakewood.
Early Bird Special $135 received by July 21.
Fee after July 21 is $150.
Fee includes lunch & dinner, shared golf cart,
hole-in-one on Par 3’s, Tee gifts, range balls,
raffle and cash prizes.
Check in begins at 10:00 a.m. (driving range

open, putting contest ends at 11:30 a.m.), 12:00 p.m.
shotgun start.
Tee sponsors: $100 per sign. Tee signs will be placed on
the golf course and at the clubhouse during the banquet.
Tee sponsors come from local business advertisements,
church members or friends who want to remember a person
with “In Honor of” or “In Memory of.”
This year, our golf tournament is celebrating 100 years of
ministry in Gardena. All the proceeds from this tournament
will go to care for the people in the South Bay via GVBC’s
food ministry to the disadvantaged and homeless, Gardena
Human Services, and the Center for the Pacific Asian Family
(a domestic violence intervention organization).
We need volunteers to help during the tournament with
registration and other duties. To volunteer contact Richard
Imatomi rimatomi@sbcglobal.net or Frank Nakamura at
akira777@sbcglobal.net.
Raffle prizes/donations needed: Donations such as golf
equipment, accessories, apparel, lessons; gift certificates to
restaurants & businesses; tickets to sporting events;
merchandise, small appliances, gift baskets, etc.
Pick up brochures with contact information and registration
form in the Narthex. Make checks out to GVBC with “golf
tournament” in the memo line.
Brochure and registration forms also available on our
website. Click on “Calendar” then go to “Pre-Centennial Golf
Tournament” and click on “Registration.”
Thank you for supporting the golf tournament, and by doing
so, caring for others in the South Bay.
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VBS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS !!!
VBS is a wonderful opportunity for everyone in the GVBC
body to minister to the young children in our neighborhood
and in our church. See the Volunteer registration form,
available on the Narthex counter, or in the Courtyard after
the worship services. Return forms to the VBS box in the
Narthex, church office, registration table, or place it in the
offering bag. Questions?  Contact Marcy Cottrell at
mfcottrell@earthlink.net or the office. DEADLINE to
volunteer is Sunday, June 29.
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ONLINE GIVING
Don’t have a check or cash handy?  You can give online!
For various opportunities to donate check our website at www.gvbc.net “Give.”

The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of
the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to
editing and/or postponement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, July 2 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and in the back of the
Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 29.

PARKING ON SUNDAYS
Every Sunday, we have the use of the Union Bank parking lot,
located on the corner of Western Ave and 158th St!  Please help
ease congestion by parking there.

GREECE AND TURKEY “IN THE STEPS OF PAUL”
12-DAY TOUR

ATHENS, CORINTH, DELPHI, KALAMBAKA, THESSALONIKI, KAVALA,
CANAKKALE, PERGAMUM, IZMIR, PAMUKKALE, EPHESUS, AND ISTANBUL

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 TO FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2014
Join Reverends Steve Langley and Sam Tonomura as they lead you on an inspirational 12-day
trip, tracing the journeys of the Apostle Paul in ancient Asia Minor.

Cost: $3,995 per person. DEADLINE for full payment is Friday, July 25 [make checks out to
NAWAS International Travel]. Please include a clear photocopy of your passport with the
reservation form. Mail your reservation form and check to:

Rev. Sam Tonomura, JEMS, 948 East 2nd St., Los Angeles, CA 90012.

NAWAS International has pioneered Christian Tours to the far corners of the world for over 65
years.

Tour features round trip airfare from LAX; government taxes and airline fuel surcharges;
accommodations at first class/select hotels, sharing in twin-bedded rooms with private bath; daily
breakfast and dinner; comprehensive sightseeing throughout, including entrance fees; transfers
by private motorcoach, including porterage; all hotel service charges and local taxes; automatic
$100,000 flight insurance policy.

Pick up a flyer and registration forms on the Narthex counter for more information.
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683

Website www.gvbc.net

E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net

Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

Steve Langley Senior Pastor ext. 0

Daniel Matsuda Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

Eiji Osato Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

James Chang Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

Annette Kakimoto Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

Chris Koga Assistant Pastor, College ext. 685

Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

Susan Wakuta Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

Michelle Koga Nursery Director
Tammy Hernandez Early Childhood Coordinator
J.J. Frey Worship Coordinator
Naoto Funada Nichigo Worship Coordinator
Wendy Nakano Office Manager ext. 672

Peggy Kushigemachi Financial Assistant ext. 675

Jan Magnani Secretary ext. 671

Rei Abe Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

Aubrey Matsunami Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

Susie Shelley Newsletter Editor ext. 673

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa Maintenance Assistant
Gerald Mayewaki Maintenance, AV Asst.
Jai Phetsomphou Maintenance Assistant
Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistant
Edmond Aviado Sunday Services, Assistant

GVBC Staff
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Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

~ STUCK TOGETHER ~
SUNDAY, JUNE 22
1 Corinthians 10:1-33

Eating with Christ: All for the Glory of God

SUNDAY, JUNE 29
1 Corinthians 11:1-34

Headship of Christ: We are Interdependent

SUNDAY, JULY 6 / COMMUNION
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ 1 Corinthians 12:1-31

Body of Christ: Manifestation of the Spirit

SUNDAY, JULY 13
Special Speaker for 100th Anniversary

Jim Cumbee

CONGRATULATIONS TO


